Title: Graduate Minor in Food Science

 

Rationale for its development
There is a national shortage of food science graduates to meet the demand of the food industry in the United States.  Over half of the technical/scientific employees of major food companies did not major in Food Science. Many of these employees come from engineering, biology, chemistry and related fields, then learn the intricacies of food science on the job.  Obtaining a minor in Food Science will help  students broaden their training and become better prepared for a wider range of  careers.  

Open to: Masters and Doctoral students in any graduate major except Food Science and Technology


Description of the proposed curriculum for completion of the Graduate Minor:
The student’s courses for the minor must be approved by the graduate studies committee of FST.  The student must take FST 636.01 Food Microbiology Lecture and at least one course from each of the following two categories:
-Food Chemistry: 
FST 820 Flavor Chemistry, FST 821 Food Lipids, FST 822 Food Proteins, FST 823 Functional Properties of Food Carbohydrates, FST 833 Advanced Instrumental Analysis
-Food Processing: 
FST 610 Processing of Fluid Milk and Related Products, FST 611 Food Fermentation, FST 613 Fruit and Vegetable Processing, FST 630 Principles of Food Processing
Additionally, FST 736 Advanced Food Microbiology can be taken to count toward the minor.  The student must take a minimum of 18 total credits from among these classes.


Administrative arrangements and support for the proposed minor.

The Academic Program Coordinator, currently April Wax, will coordinate the minor. She will keep track of students in the program and make sure the student’s  course program is approved by the Graduate Studies Committee in a timely manner.

Plans to enroll students and prospective enrollment. This should include a statement of the maximum number of students to be enrolled at any one time in the proposed minor.

It is anticipated that a maximum of 15 students will be enrolled in the minor at any one time.
Advertising the minor:

The graduate minor will be publicized to students and departments in related science and engineering fields within OSU.  It will be posted on the department website and information on the minor will be distributed by email.  It will also be advising option for students who are considering switching majors, in cases where it may serve them best to have a food science minor instead of a food science major.

